[ 27 Qo lRtriniion) Soan lerTomar, Log. 1T

s Ay —

/ I ]
Xﬁ'—-{if o k.z "“_; e /;?‘!/{f )7Lﬂ"/}// 7

.f

/gfa% //mw;. Mfﬁﬂu /)7 LT—G Cﬁj) @Q//wru

~Cpllai Mmim /54?44. wgfcaﬁm -

oot
’t’;ﬁ mﬂ—/(? J'Lx..i/m MC; \_.oﬂéz'ﬁwvv Ctr v sy u&[c%

o A T D). B i VN, o (6 G TBL
R /i}jx.bié ,,- et gn - CQ//L LA ,fdﬁ/ / Ak 2 ‘: FLrisoda. M' €l
"5»70'77:-0-— -~ v"é»c?é& /Lu Lo .. WW,

LA MT/

(3 o—wé; ine HMbin Hirelioa o1 Tk Xine, TG
Collén rione an A of e %-f) .
’”Wf MJ m?;/ daﬁaj CA I Mﬂ-r"&‘(fcr‘[ &né_ -?/ iﬁéﬂ_\_.

| Aalliliire. CHinn el sy i Rigpon
bl oy dad e vws Shinigl ", Ay Sacamn
‘ﬂ,._ M'Mpmw %M— 61&«:/{ f*if /&"w ,Tu Z{?y

LY



i Lo i pa of Mioin Aben.
/£
/?»“' ’lﬁ:%%../@&w DA %‘,mf,,?:‘.? T aa
Bk o Mia Hina, Cllivn’ LaTlas dbgarih.
MLMA'Q " G/{f %4{&. At '”E:wgit‘e- Lo bu‘/uo- ,d##\prp 4;-.
VA/\ r_::jr ‘f,{&f‘ ?ia;-.—-c, ' ,ﬁi{g‘ m,v/u .. () ’i : ,.,.‘_ 7
C/(-Mrt“ *y-@%-- /fx M?f ..—Mi”?:-iﬁﬂilh'?.‘m)

,,--"l{vff e 7&»#1—* g, f[:dét /Mn 4;“ ﬁg' 4:;.-1"" Zwv 7 &2

Carit xﬁﬂd’;&w %/,; At Attt

S e e e APt

. AL L g T

———

AT THE END &F THE EXCEBRPTS FROM TLL
LETTER ADP 2

e A

A /7

. i - . 41 \L ,.w?
o 7 N
Cldr Ao A f—v*v'f«--ﬂ": "W'*’” :




& S
-.1"

- /e o
= WY s

jr ."‘Q(Jhr‘, /l‘\

Latotg Lb s

L3 7 ! i o k g P | A5
¢ '{'{-'z. £ e = 2% -":J,.'L.-L o fr,(:‘i 'L__ {‘,.xi;ﬁ‘éfr L e ‘33.-{' il
Fy 4
z“ e J.J @ ’:':a"“, &R F N anaf
P o ! ;4/ —atl

have just been superb and which have accounted for most
of the enemy casualties,

Those commanders who have been over here a long

time have told me that where we have been fighting is jﬁ¢4,

the roughest terrain that anyone has fought in in Viet
Nam, It's also the first time that any unit has been
confronted with more than one NVA division., Four regi-
ments have already been in repeated contact d?fﬁ'ﬁﬁ:ﬁﬂ
and we now think wedhgva éTémenEs BE two divisions,in
the area.m 1 _emphasize this because it has a bearlng
on Bow the men have performed and reflects the calibre

_of‘young men coming into the service, It was just 8bout

a year ago this time that we began to receive our first
gfougg of trainees, and already they have met the first
team of the enemy and have given him a sound beating in
every. action. This generation of Americans are not what
you would expect from what you see in the headlines about
EE“_“V{Etn{ks," protesters, and draft card burners, The
Tatter are the excepticns - the lads we see - who are
truly representatlve of our youth are ]ust magnificent

There are many things one is impressed with over here,
and T can't enumerate them all, I am truly impressed with
the operation of the Army units that I see in Viet Nam -
from the unloading of ships down at the docks right up
to the squads in the forward areas, The actions of the
young officers and the men who have only recently come
into the service are truly impressive, Their manner is
business-like, and they have a pleasant air abaut them,
They know there is a job to be done, and they are going
to do it and do it well, They are true professionals,

All the commanders agree that the quality of these men
1s unmatched, Thgy are quick to learn, and we could not
ask for better soldiers. qut about all the senior com~
manders are veterans of World War II and Korea - and all
of them comment that the soldiers of World War II were
great - the soldiers of Korea were better - but these
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are the best soldiers we have ever had, and, you know,
ETRIE“TE a"good thing for people to Eow when you hear

so much about the faults of the younger generation., This
really bids well for the future of America,

This country reminds me of the South Pacific in
World War II, because you have the same tropical climate,
palm trees, beautiful beaches, steep mountains covered with
jungle wvegetation, the rain that sometimes comes down in
torrents and the large supply dumps - all of which were
typical of the South Pacific theater of operatioms,

The fighting is much like it was in the South Pacific
except for the helicopters, and this makes a2 vast differ-
ence in our ability to get around and cover the country.
The result is that a platoon becomes a most important
maneuver element because it can be moved quickly and can
get fire support from artillery units that can be lifted
into a fire base in isolated areas. This is truly a squad
leader's and a platoon leader's war, and we could not ask

“for better leadership than we are getting from the young
lieutenants and captains and sergeants who have so recently
come into the service, .

From what I have seen here, I have the distinct feeling
that I am roud to be an Amer1can and prouder still to be a
mem of the United States Army, o

Since I will not be sending any Christmas Cards this
year, 1 will take this opportunity to wish you a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.,

Most sincerely,

[
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A, S, COLLINS, JR,
Major General, United States Army
Commanding



